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THE FIRST TEN YEARS OF RPSL CHINA REGIONAL MEETINGS
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The RPSL China Regional Meetings were held in 10 different cities across China over the past
decade. In addition, philatelic activities and gatherings were organised in London, Ulan Bator
and Hong Kong.
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In 2004, when Danny Wong first visited the Royal to accept the Tapling Award, the
guestion of holding Royal events in Greater China was raised during a dinner with the
President and the past presidents. On the other hand, some members in mainland China
and Taiwan found there were no Royal activities in the region, research subjects in the
London Philatelist were irrelevant to Chinese philately and there were language barriers,
and resigned. It was not until 2009 that we decided that publishing a journal on Asian
philately in Chinese and English, plus an annual China Regional Meeting was probably the
way forward. In accordance with the Royal tradition, the meeting should be open to the
public to spread the philatelic interest and knowledge.

o

On 10t April 2010, we organized an informal RPSL dinner in Hong Kong, followed by the
First China Regional Meeting in the World Heritage Site of Wangshiyuan in Suzhou on 24
April. Our journal The Asian Philatelist attracted very positive responses and citations.
Membership has increased, and two fellows were elected.

During the Festival of Stamps in May 2010, the Royal held a meeting of overseas
representatives and our activities were endorsed by the President. The editor of The Asian
Philatelist visited the British Library Philatelic Collections as well as its restoration
department.
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The Royal was represented in the 1911 Republican Revolution centennial stamp
exhibition in Hong Kong in August 2011 for membership promotion. Immediately following
the Wuxi FIAP Exhibition, we held the Second China Regional Meeting on 16-17"" November
2011 in the Presidential Palace in Nanjing. Dr Sun Yat-san was sworn into office here as the
first president of the republicin 1912, and the Presidential Palace was the seat of the
central government of the Republic of China before 1949, hence a fitting place to
commemorate the centennial of the 1911 Republican Revolution.

For the 50-plus fellows, members and guests from mainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Thailand and United Kingdom, the first day was traveling down the Republican
memory lane. In the fine morning of 16" November, participants paid tribute to the Dr Sun
Yat-san Memorial in Nanjing, followed by a visit to the Residence of the President of the
Nationalist Government (Chiang Kai-shek). The Second China Regional Meeting was held in
the Grand Meeting Hall of the Presidential Palace in the afternoon. Welcome message from
the President was read at the opening, followed by well-wishes from representatives of
many philatelic societies. The Asian Philatelist 2011 was published concurrent with the
event. The day was toasted off in the venue hotel situated directly in front of the
Presidential Palace, a happening place for the powerful politicians and warlords of the
Republican era.

Afterwards, some participants (including all 14 from Taiwan) toured Gaoyou, where the
best preserved ancient yizhan (courier station) is located. They were warmly received by the
local government.
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In mid-April 2012, the Directorate-General of Posts, All-China Philatelic Federation and
the China Postal Museum held a philatelic exhibition in cooperation with and within the
premises of the Royal Philatelic Society London, assisted by the China Team. Chinese classics
including Large Dragon and Red Revenue collections were displayed. The exhibition was
very successful and was a very good platform for philatelists from China and Britain to make
friends and exchange their views.

On 7" November, RPSL president-elect Chris King and Mrs King arrived Beijing and paid
return visits to the State Post Bureau, All-China Philatelic Federation, National Postal and
Stamp Museum, following up the China Stamp Exhibition in April in the premises of RPSL.

The 2012 China Regional Meeting was held in the Summer Palace of Beijing on 10t
November, attended by a dozen members and fellows, plus over 100 guests from Taiwan,
Hong Kong as well as different parts of mainland China as far as Xinjiang. Mr Chris King
presided over the Meeting and delivered the keynote speech which traced the longstanding
interest and relations it had with China. Mr King reiterated that RPSL is an ideal platform to
forge closer ties between philatelists in China and the rest of the world.

It was followed by philatelic seminars in the afternoon. In the evening, guests moved to
the Singing Bird Pavilion of the Summer Palace, which was the favourite theatre and dining
place for Empress Dowager, where they were greeted by performances and court cuisine
was waiting. A royal treat to end a fruitful day!

RPSL’s Chinese journal Asian Philatelists 2012 was published concurrent to the Regional
Meeting. A temporary post office served the Regional Meeting during the day with special
Summer Palace date stamps, and 2 special covers were issued on the occasion.

The next day, a smaller party made a tour to the National Postal and Stamp Museum
greeted by its curator, then proceeded to the port city of Tianjin where the government
hosted a stately reception to the RPSL party. In the afternoon, the party visited Tianjin
Customs Post Office Museum, where the Large Dragons — the first stamps of China —were
first sold.
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2013 was an active year with RPSL meetings held in Hong Kong, Zhuhai, Taipei, Ulan
Bator, and Regional Meeting in Whampoa Military Academy, Guangzhou. The Philatelic
Panorama published feature articles on Mongolia in its August edition to celebrate our
Mongolia meeting.

The Royal Philatelic Society London China Regional Meeting was held on 24" September
2013 in the Whampoa Military Academy in Guangzhou (Canton) barely a day after typhoon
hit the city. Whampoa Military Academy produced many illustrious nationalist and
communist commanders who fought in China's conflicts in the 20th century.

Some 70 philatelists from Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macau and mainland China, plus a dozen
student collectors, braved the typhoon and attended the Meeting. This is the first time all
Greater China regions were represented. Four speakers delivered presentations on early
mails of China and the Sino-Japanese War postal history. RPSL’s Chinese journal Asian
Philatelists 2013 was published concurrent to the Meeting. The event was covered by local
TV and newspaper. Two temporary post offices with student volunteers served the Meeting.

The next day, a smaller party toured Boca Tigris where opium was destroyed, and a
fortress where Opium War was fought still stands. That evening, the philatelists attended a
dialogue organized by student collectors from 4 local universities, and we shared our
decades-long passion and experience to the next generation. The elder and the younger
ones— 60 in all - were all excited! -

Although there were initial doubts and hesitation towards the China Regional Meeting, we
were glad to see that after years of persistence, such worries were overcomed.
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The Royal Philatelic Society London 2014 China Regional Meeting was held on 25
October 2014 in the Yangtse Jiangyin Fortress Headquarters in Jiangsu province, followed by
a workshop in neighboring Suzhou.

Some 60 philatelists from Taiwan, Hong Kong and mainland China attended the
Meeting. Six speakers delivered presentations on Chinese courier mails (minxinju), Xinjiang
and Taiwan postal history in 3 sessions, each followed by active Q&As. Asian Philatelists
2014 with Taiwan focus was published concurrent to the Meeting. The philatelic seminar
was covered for the first time by wechat and attracted spontaneous responses off site. A
temporary post office served the Regional Meeting during the day with special date stamps.
The next day, a smaller party toured the Jiangyin Fortress and the birthplace of 15" century
adventurer Xu Xiake, while en route to Suzhou.

A workshop on the origin of the Chinese courier posts was held in Suzhou in the
afternoon of 26 October, triggered by RPSL sponsorship of a scholarly study by Tsai Weiping,
attended by 12 experts in the field. There were heated debates. The debate and further
researches were published in the March 2015 edition of the national philatelic journal
Philatelic Panorama, and was also published in this journal as matter of record.

On 27" October, the RPSL party was treated by the ex-vice mayor of Suzhou, himself a keen
collector of stamps with Chinese zodiac motif, to the Chinese Zodiac Stamp Museum. A
lunch of fine Suzhou cuisine finished off the tour.
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On 29-30" January 2015 the philatelic gems of Chinese members were displayed for the
first time ever in the 41 Devenshire Place with big success. Even the display catalog (print run
400) ran out within short. Then in May-June, the journal Asian Philatelist, the editor and a
contributor were recognized with important awards.

The RPSL China Regional Meeting was held in the afternoon of 18™ September 2015 in
the former Residence of the Commander Imperial Russian Army in Port Arthur. It was
preceded by a philatelic seminar and display on 17t" September in Dalian, as well as tour of
the battlefields of Sino-Japanese War 1894-95 and Russo-Japanese War 1904-05 immediate
before and after the Regional Meeting.

Some 70 philatelists from the United Kingdom, Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and mainland
China attended the Meeting. Four speakers delivered presentations on Korea postal history
of Korea, Dairen, Taiwan and China during WWII. This meeting made many “firsts”: the first
RPSL China Meeting in Manchuria, the first time we have speaker from Korea, also the first
time we have philatelic display, with focus in Manchuria.

RPSL’s Chinese journal Asian Philatelists 2015 was published concurrent to the Regional
Meeting, with focus on War and Peace, to commemorate the 70™" anniversary of the WWII
Allied Victory. The event was broadcasted live on social media with spontaneous response.
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The RPSL China Regional Meeting was held on 21% August 2016 in Urumgqi, Xinjiang,
accompanied by a philatelic seminar and display as well as the launch of the book Postal History of
Xinjiang. 37 frames of Xinjiang postal, numismatic materials and postal maps were on display. This is
the first time that our Regional Meeting is held in a Central Asian city where Islam dominates. The
focus of the philatelic seminar was around the mails routes of Xinjiang. It was well attended by nearly
70 participants from Taiwan, Hong Kong and mainland China.

The book Postal History of Xinjiang was an instant hit, hotly pursued by participants. All 100
copies shipped to Urumgqi were gifted or sold out in a day, while within a week three-quarters of the
entire print-run of 400 copies were gone.

Xinjiang is well-known for her beautiful natural scenery and ethnic flavors. Participants were
treated to a colorful gala dinner by PhilaChina and everyone enjoyed the performance thoroughly.
Prior to the meeting, some participants from Taiwan toured the Silk Road from Lanzhou to Urumgqi
via the Hexi Corridor, while others visited Kuldja and Horgos after the event was overwhelmed by the
hospitality of local philatelists.
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The Chinese Philatelist Museum was opened in Gaoyou on 26 October 2017. The
congratulatory message from our President was read, and 3 fellows attended the opening.

RPSL China Regional Meeting was held on 11 November, first weekend after the centennial of
Russian Bolshevik Revolution, in Hangzhou by the West Lake. Russian postal history, especially the
Civil War period immediate after the Revolution, was prominently featured in the philatelic seminar
as well as in our journal, the Asian Philatelist. The monograph, Chinese International Airmails to
1949 by Frank Walton, which stirred a lot of interests, was translated in full and published as well. An
enthusiastic audience of 80-90 came from Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao as well as across mainland
China, thanks to capable local organizations.

The news of Jack Zhang and Anna Lee being elected fellows reached the audience when the
meeting was in session, and the news of Liu Jiawei and Shi Yiping elected fellows reached the
Chinese members in the following days. Many congratulated them in person and over social media.

On 12 November, the Chinese Private Letter Office Workshop, in its forth year, in collaboration
with Chinese Postal Archive and History Centre and Suzhou as well as Hangzhou organizers, was
held. It was accompanied by a 46-frame specialized philatelic display completed with rubbing of the
earliest known stone tablet decreeing to protect Letter Offices in Ningbo in 1844. Specialists all
admired this is the display of highest-caliber ever in Chinese Letter Offices. Number of participants
rose from 12 in the first workshop (2014) to over 70 in the current session, reflecting the high level of

interests nationally.

The participants had an opportunity to tour around West Lake and tried the local delicacies
during this event, and the Taiwan delegation of 20 toured Fenghua, the birthplace of Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek, afterwards.
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In mid-summer 2018, four fellows (Jack Zhang, Anna Lee, Liu Jiawei and Danny Wong) joined the
delegation of the Chinese Philatelist Museum to the United Kingdom to re-trace the path of Rowland
Hill and his postal reform. A visit to RPSL was a highlight of the trip.

Our members also participated actively in submitting research papers to celebrate the 140"
anniversary of the Large Dragons, the first stamp issue of China.

Sichuan province is well-known in China for her agricultural riches, laid-back lifestyle and low cost of
living. In recent decades the local philatelists have also been very active. Therefore we held our
China Regional Meeting in the historic Manchu Quarters of Chengdu on 29-30 September 2018 to
experience Sichuan up-close.

The main venue for the philatelic seminar, Jinhe Hotel, stands on the ground where the yamen of
the General of Chengdu, the highest-ranking Manchu official of Sichuan province, once stood. The
philatelic seminar was well attended by some 60 philatelists from mainland China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Singapore. An unprecedent seven speakers shared their research with the audience. There
were lively exchanges after the speeches.

The neighborhood of the Manchu Quarters within walking distance has morphed in recent years into
the Wide and Narrow Lanes, a trendy yet nostalgic tourist hotspot. The townhouse in the Narrow
Lane where we conduct our Regional Meeting used to belong to an officer who went into combat
against Japanese invaders and never returned. In the Asian Philatelist 2018 published concurrent to
the Meeting, there are 9 articles dedicated to Sichuan province.
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In Stockholmia, the international exhibition to celebrate the 150" anniversary of the RPSL, the
book Tibet Stamps and Postal History was premiéred and fetched a large gold award. RPSL also led a
delegation to Wuhan in June 2019 to promote the London 2020 exhibition which was subsequently
delayed.

The Tenth China Regional Meeting of RPSL was held on 9-10 November 2019 in Taicang,
Jiangsu, near Shanghai. Taicang port was where Admiral Zhenghe set off his maritime expeditions six
centuries ago to places as far as India, Arabia and East Africa. Today its port is still among the top 30
container ports in the world. The China Regional Meeting held was the first major philatelic event
following the refurbishing and reopening of the heritage building Red House as exhibition venue
earlier this year. The meeting was attended by some 80 fellows, members and guests.

In the philatelic seminar, the article The English Settlement in Zhoushan c.1700-1703: An
Important Chapter in Anglo-Chinese & Postal History, contributed by Richard Scott Morel of the
British Library, was introduced to the audience with commentary by a prominent historian Pan
Zhenping. Together with other articles related to the British East India Company, they became the
highlight of the seminar. The articles appear in the Asian Philatelist 2019 published concurrently.

An exhibition of the Chinese Imperial Courier (yizhan) system opened the next day. It
consisted of objects spanning more than 2000 years including whispering arrowheads for battlefield
communication, passes for the imperial messengers and more. Yizhan and urtoo covers, letters,
imperial orders and submissions to emperors from China, Korea, Mongolia, Indo-China and Tibet
were represented. The exhibition also attracted officials, museum curators and academicians.

A light-hearted moment was shared by the attendees when a birthday cake was cut to
celebrate our 10" anniversary at the end of the meeting, and tokens of appreciation were presented
to individuals contributing to our success in the first decade. The two-day event was intermitted by
banquets during which local delicacy of hairy-crabs in season were enjoyed. Postal service was
rendered by a local Youth Post Office with commemorative cachets applied.
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. 5. BREEETH (1949-50)) NHEE, MEBAGNRE-FEEROR, HERE,
Big2Y. BARRT BSNEATKERENEE, FATMEZHE XEMMERNEE
RnaE! RERSTHFEIERT EXBESERNER.

FelE, FOREERTTMEEN 32 BUEHBENBHEBSE AXHSEETH
TSN ERERELE, TEEFLRANSEGETIRIREENKER BERFIARK
s (BEDERESEARMERSEDREBEH A BEAR)  BRAEZNE ERATH.

RN EBNZIEE, SFN (EMBER) BREIBEEEETEIWIES, #EER
W, NARME BIF:T LHIHWE 1852 FE—HHMRE, RIFTEEH. FoHH
(EMNBER) BXAEBKMFEREE, (EXDBBESEAE) LSTHEFR 12 BHIEY,
m EEMESERSR 2021) AFHA L HET),

RE, BOEBAESRIMIEREE FENHL, 287 EHE. BHERE. FIBRLCSEM
EE TEREBBIEY, LoARSEH LT OE, MERNSEBAERESZ! FRIHIEE
PERTHE, 10 BEI&HaHTFEeHR!

The year 2020 was over-shadowed by the Covit-19 pandemic. In February, Asian Philatelist
organised a successful fund-raising among philatelists to help Wuhan combat the pandemic. During
the shutdown, RPSL organised many webminars while the Indian philatelists were most active. Asian
Philatelist also organised weekly philatelic seminars via wechat since March with hundreds of
audiences across chatgroups.

A decision to hold the meeting in Swatow on 7-8 November was made last year, before the
Covid pandemic swept the philatelic world and caused cancellation and postponement of events.
Swatow (Shantou in pinyin transliteration) is a port city in southern China opened to foreign trade in
1860, and became a Special Economic Zone in 1980. It was home to many indentured labourers
immigrated to South East Asia in the 19" century. Their remittance correspondences (giaopi) back
home attracted interests by philatelists and historians alike.

As soon as the pandemic was brought under control in China, the organisers re-grouped and
were determined to hold the meeting as scheduled, online if necessary. The interest in the meeting



was overwhelming. While the organisers imposed a limit of 50, over 60 enthusiastic participants came
in from all corners of China. Our Taiwan friends could not come due to quarantine, so they
participated online in two venues in Taipei and Taichung. The Taipei venue in the Postal Museum was
chaired by Professor Ho Huiching FRPSL with 16 participants. The philatelic seminar was focus on

giaopi and Swatow postal history, including a presentation delivered from Taipei.

Together we made history by conducting this first hybrid public philatelic webinar-meeting
between Mainland China and Taiwan. We all enjoyed a light moment of cutting birthday cakes for five
members and guests who turned 50, 70, 80 this year, as well as Mr Wang Zhenzhong of Taiwan who
reaches 90.

Contributions from local and outside authors on Swatow was so overwhelming that for the
first time we had to devote the entire volume of Asian Philatelist 2020 to a local subject, Swatow. We
have received very positive initial review from local experts praising that it would become a standard
reference for the postal history of Swatow. Our Asian Philatelist RPSL sesquicentennial edition to be
issued in December is well subscribed, and our Asian Philatelist 2021 would probably be issued in the
first half of next year.

A 32-frame display of Swatow and giaopi postal history was put up during the Meeting. Some
of us joining the postal walking tour the next day took a masked group photo outside the original GPO
Swatow (still serving the public) building — a finale for our wonderful gathering at a trying moment!

Our 2021 China Regional Meeting will be held in mid-October in Gaoyou, Jiangsu, hopefully
unmasked.
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